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WELCOME!
I am so excited to                                

be with you today!!!

HOW TO DIFFERENTIATE 
COMPREHENSION INSTRUCTION FOR 

STRUGGLING STUDENTS
SESSION 2

Jill Jackson
jill@jackson-consulting.com
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Differentiating Our Teaching

A series of 
logical steps

Not knee-jerk reaction 
freak-outs and endless do-overs
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The Big Picture of Our Series

Session 1: Understanding why students struggle to understand what 
they’re read and how to identify a starting point for comprehension and 
critical thinking instruction

Session 2: Identifying the Top 5 comprehension and critical thinking 
skills…and how to teach them

Session 3: Identifying the Top 5 comprehension and critical thinking 
skills…and how to teach them

Session 4: Lesson planning, choosing text and applying comprehension 
and critical thinking skills across the content areas
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In This Session We Will Look At…

Identifying the Top 5 comprehension and critical thinking 

skills…and how to teach them
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Advanced Students
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Benchmark Students
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Below Benchmark Students
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Our Guiding Thought…

Authors give clues as to where their 
most important information is found.  
We need to very clearly and cleanly 
teach students to go into the text and 
find that information.
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Technique 1: Retell/Recall

1. Tell them they will be learning recalling (telling, in your own 
words, the most important part of what they’ve read)

2. Teach the importance of beginning, middle and end 

3. Model how to orally retell using the fill-in model

4. After you have modeled 5+ times, have them practice as a 
whole group on text you have read

5. Require students to retell after every first read (or portion of 
longer text)
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Technique 1: Retell/Recall

In the beginning of __________________________, there was 

an important event. That even was _____________________.  

As I continued to read, I saw that _______________________ 

happened.  This was important because _________________.  

At the end, _________________________ took place.
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Technique 2: Summarize

One opening statement that outlines the 
gist (central idea) of the text
One opening statement that outlines the 
gist (central idea) of the text

One to two statements about the big 
ideas from the text
One to two statements about the big 
ideas from the text

A concluding restatement of the gist of 
the text
A concluding restatement of the gist of 
the text
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Technique 3: Theme

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5

Three adjectives
to describe the 
character at the 
beginning

Use three 
adjectives to 
describe the 
character at the 
end

Two sentences 
to describe the 
event that 
caused the 
character to 
change

Make a decision
about the 
common theme 
that most fits 
the change in 
the character

Write the theme 
frame

At the 
beginning, the 
character was…

At the end of the 
text, the 
character had 
changed to…

The turning
point of the text 
was…
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Theme: Step 5

When I compared the character from the beginning 

to the end in relation to the climax, I found that the 

character had changed from _______ to ______.  I 

concluded that the theme of the text is________.
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Technique 4: Text Structure

• Description

• Sequence

• Problem/Solution

• Cause and Effect

• Compare and Contrast
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Technique 4: Text Structure

Teach what text 
structure is

Teach one text 
structure at a time 

plus cue words

Teach students 
how to USE text 
structure during 

second read

Teach how text 
structure can 

improve 
comprehension

Teach second type 
of text structure
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Technique 5: Figurative Language
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Explain figurative 
language and why 

authors use it

Give examples of 
figurative language 

from text they’ve 
read

Explain that there 
are eight types of 

figurative language

Tell them the one 
you’ll begin with

Read a piece of text 
with that type of 

figurative language

Model how you 
identified the 

figurative language

Practice on another 
paragraph or piece 

of text together

Start the Steps 4-7 
with the new type 

of figurative 
language
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jackson-consulting.com/teach-kids-critically-text/

$49.00 for done-for-you lessons 
and differentiated resources



Dream Jobs: Ocean explorer

Michael Lombardi is a National Geographic explorer who frequently dives to deep-water coral reefs like this one. Photograph

courtesy Michael Lombardi. 

Michael Lombardi dives to some of the world's deepest coral reefs. A coral reef is found

underwater. It is where many different sea plants and animals live. Lombardi's job is to dive

and study what he sees. One of the places Lombardi often dives to is a reef in the Bahamas.

This is a group of islands near Florida.

To help with diving, Lombardi invented an underwater tent. It makes it easier for divers to

come back to the surface without getting sick. Divers can get sick if they come up to the

surface too fast. 

By National Geographic, adapted by Newsela staff on 10.04.17 

Word Count 578 

Level 670L 

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 1



Early Work

Lombardi grew up in the U.S. state of Massachusetts, near Narragansett Bay. He often went

there to fish with his dad and brother.

Lombardi’s father helped give his son a passion for the ocean. His dad was in the Navy, so he

spent much of his time at sea. He would tell Lombardi stories about the ocean.

While still in high school, Lombardi took a diving course. It was not very easy! "I had a really

hard time with the dive class," he said. "I struggled with the swim test. I struggled with putting

my face in the water for the first time. I struggled with the whole thing." Still, he wanted to be a

good diver. It was going to be useful for the work he wanted to do.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 2



The hard work paid off. Because of his diving experience, scientists came to him for help with

difficult dives.

Most Exciting Part Of Your Work

Lombardi said the most exciting part is being somewhere no one has ever been. "Some of

these deep reefs have never been seen by humans," he said.

Most Demanding Part Of Your Work

Lombardi says you have to be in very good physical shape, but there is more to it than that. In

the deep ocean, a diver has to pay attention to everything. There is no room to make a

mistake. You cannot relax.

Portable Habitat

When divers are done exploring, they have to come up slowly or they will get sick. Usually,

they have a rope running from a boat on the surface. As they come up, they stop at certain

points along the line to rest. 

Lombardi made an underwater tent that can be filled with air. Inside are bench seats. It allows

divers coming up from a dive to be more comfortable. 

Geo-Connection

Lombardi hopes others will notice this unexplored area in the Bahamas. He often uses

the global positioning system, or GPS. It can tell you exactly where you are on Earth. He says

it helps divers map out where they are working and find new places to go. It can also help

them find something they lost underwater.

Google Earth is another tool Lombardi is excited about. It is a digital, or computer, map of the

whole world. He said it is something all explorers should be using. 

So You Want To Be An ... Ocean Explorer

Lombardi said students should study many different things. Ocean explorers do more than just

study sharks and dolphins. They also work closely with people in geography, technology and

education.

Lombardi thinks engineering will be important for exploring the ocean in the future. He does

not think there will be enough engineers who understand how to explore the ocean. In other

words, we need more of them.

This article is available at 5 reading levels at https://newsela.com. 3






